LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

you don't believe in caste ; why then do you wear the
holy thread ? Are you not contradicting yourself ?'' This
was a sort of revelation to Vijaykrishna, and he tore off
the thread then and there. But to save the frantic mother,
who, at the news, proceeded to hang herself to death,
he resumed the holy thread. The mother was so
thoroughly wedded to the tradition of the Goswamis that
she could not brook anything that was in the least
antagonistic to the repute of the purest and the most
immaculate family of Adwaita. Vijaykrishna resumed the
thread, but the peace of his mind was gone. The mother
.could not feel his pulse.

Soon after his return to Calcutta, he became a student
-of the Medical College and in a short time proved to be
the foremost student there. It was at this time that he
was formally initiated by Maharshi Devendranath into
Brahmoism. He now came in closer contact with the
Brahmo Samaj. Not content with the weekly prayers for
a couple of hours in the Samaj, Vijaykrishna made
.arrangements for daily prayers in some solitary nook of
his abode. But the thought that he was wearing the
thread, although he was a Brahmo, was eating into the
vitals of his heart, just as the canker eats into the young
blossoms of spring. Devendranath/s view on this point
was not in unison with his, yet he did not waver ; he
was firm and resolute in his own view. Night and day
his mind was preyed upon by terrible imaginings. It was
an hour of utter spiritual tumult. Vijaykrishna now
attended the 'Hita-Sancharini Sabha', an association
formed about this time by some East Bengal students of
the Medical College with the object of self-culture,
based on religion and truth. Vijaykrishna listened to the
discussion of the meeting, and this made his 'assurance

62